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What is ACEA? 

The backbone of the European economy
13 companies, CEOs member of the Board
28 National Associations as associate members
Supplier of mobility, economic activity and cultural life
18 million vehicles produced per year
1.9 million direct jobs, more than 10 million indirect 
19 billion € in R&D investment
33.5 billion € of net trade contribution
340 billion € of tax revenues



Commission Communication

• Focuses too much on vehicle technology

• Is not based on sound facts and figures 
(independent ECCP consultant)

• Is not cost-effective, to the detriment of 
environment and economy

• Denies complexity and global nature of problem
– Emissions from new cars are going down, traffic is rising
– Car emissions 11% in the EU, globally 5%, European 

share: 1,5%



Impact on Competitiveness

• Loss of employment and manufacturing in EU
– “car exports decrease and car imports increase”
– “some shifting of jobs and production outside the EU is 

happening especially within the small car segment”
– Russia “could be an interesting new product location for 

European volume brands”
– “at the supplier industry, additional job cuts have to be 

expected”

(all quotes from Commission‘s Draft Impact Assessment)



Cost-effectiveness: 
Integrated Approach

• Vehicle technology
• Alternative Fuels
• Infrastructure 

adjustments
• Consumer behaviour
• Consumer information
• CO2-related taxation

Recommended by CARS 21, ECMT, EEAP…



Why an Integrated Approach?

• Lessons from the 1998 Commitment:
– 13% reduction through vehicle technology only
– lack of demand for fuel-efficiency

• Combining efforts is
cost-effective for society

• Targets new and existing
cars on the roads

• Addresses global and complex nature of reducing 
CO2 emissions



Where do we stand?
• Car industry is committed to reducing CO2

– 1998 agreement has delivered large CO2 reductions
– Yearly 20 billion euros in R&D

• Need for full evaluation of results
– External factors are part of Commitment and have to be 

taken into account

• Demand – not supply – challenge!
– Politicians need to do their jobs: taxation, labelling

• Impact Assessment essential
– Check cost-effectiveness

• Integrated Approach
– CO2 related taxation



What is best policy for future?

• Independent ECCP2 consultant for Commission (TNO)

Benchmark

ECCP: average retail price 
increase of €3650 for 
achieving 120g/km 
from present level



Other measures New car fuel efficiency

Stern Review confirms 
high vehicle technology costs

Other measures New car fuel efficiency



• Japanese government counts 28Mt CO2 reductions through 
infrastructure in Kyoto implementation plan

• 2.4Mt CO2 annual savings through dynamic traffic lights 
• 40% reduction of rolling resistance (5% CO2 reduction) by road 

surface measures
• Works across park!

Infrastructure



Size increase
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• Population gets taller (and larger)
• Population gets older (-> higher seat position)
• Population commutes longer (-> comfort sought)

Example of typical compact car

Aerodynamics



Weight increase

• 16.3% or 180kg (1995 – 2005)
• Comfort, size, crash safety, airbags, DPFs, etc.

100kg ~ 8.8g/km



Car industry takes 

responsibility seriously



EUCAR projects in area of CO2


